[Imiquimod, pegylated interferon-alpha-2b and interleukin-2 in the treatment of cutaneous melanoma metastases].
The immune system plays an important role in the defense against malignant melanoma. Interferon-alpha (IFN-alpha) and interleukin-2 (IL-2) are therapeutically used for unspecific stimulation of the immune system. After intralesional injections of these cytokines into cutaneous melanoma metastases, regression has been observed. In view of its immunomodulating effects, imiquimod appears as an additional promising therapeutic option for treatment of malignant tumors. In a case report, we present combined therapy with intralesional IL-2, pegylated IFN-alpha-2b and topical imiquimod 5% cream for disseminated cutaneous metastatic malignant melanoma stage IIIa. This therapy achieved an almost complete remission. In a treatment period of eight months, side effects remained tolerable. Histologically, both fibrosis and inflammation were found in the regressing lesions. After the end of therapy, no disease progression occurred during 11 months follow-up.